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Special points of interest: 

Our overall worship theme 

for the next three months 

will be centered on the Great 

Commission, that of going 

into all the world and making 

disciples of all nations.   

The tomatoes are doing well 

and it has been great to “eat 

fresh” again from our garden 

and do some canning.  

I challenge you to look at 

your heart and ask God to 

show you where you are in 

this process.  When you do 

this, I encourage you to find 

someone to pray for you 

specifically in this area.  

As we begin a new church year, we 

are in the midst of an uncertain har-

vest due to the third worst drought 

in US history.  We also begin in a 

polarized election season where 

the mud is being thrown viciously 

back and forth between the two 

dominate political parties.  Certainly 

there are many other things we are 

each dealing with on a personal 

level that present unique chal-

lenges to us on a variety of emo-

tional and spiritual fronts.  

     As we face a new year, however, 

we do so with the great realization 

that we have a powerful message 

of hope and salvation!  We are also 

blessed to have a very gifted, called, 

and passionate leadership team in 

place to lead us in the new church 

year.  I ask that you would keep all 

these people in your prayers as we 

launch into the future.  

     Our 

overall 

wor-

ship 

theme 

for the 

next 

three months will be centered on 

the Great Commission, that of go-

ing into all the world and making 

disciples of all nations.  We will be 

focusing on ways our church can 

be pathways to Christian disciple-

ship in all that we say and do.  

Many of the sermons over the next 

three months will be taken from 

Matthew 5-7 where Jesus teaches 

us about the life, joy, and cost of 

being a disciple.   

     We look forward to engaging 

each other and the world in calling 

one another to take up our cross 

daily and following Jesus.  We also 

anticipate the Holy Spirit leading us 

as we seek to be a light in the midst 

of darkness, hope in the midst of 

worry, and confidence in the midst 

of a morally declining culture.  May 

we be united in our efforts to be a 

pathway to Christian discipleship in 

our actions, attitudes, worship, 

teaching, and giving.  May we all 

renew a right spirit within us, not 

only looking out for our own inter-

ests, but also for the interests of oth-

ers.  

Scott Swartzendruber 
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     Wow, another rainy day.  It feels like September 
out there.  Hopefully the rain is not too late for the 
soybeans.  Our green beans have revived and are 
producing again.  The tomatoes are doing well and it 
has been great to “eat fresh” again from our garden 
and do some canning.  Now for more garden news. 

     Rollin Brenneman must have a “green thumb” be-
cause I heard that his garden is producing some very 
large tomatoes.  One weighed in at 1.5 pounds.  
These are German Johnson tomatoes originally from 
Virginia.  This variety thrives on harsh summer condi-
tions.  So Rollin, do you have any extra seed to share 
for the future? 

     Congratulations to Angie & Jake Lamb on the birth 
of Ryan Edward Lamb on August 5

th
.  Ryan came a bit 

early and weighed in at 5 lbs. 11.8 oz., and spent al-
most 2 weeks in the NICU.  He got to come home on 
Saturday, August 18

th
.  He is doing well and his big 

sister, Rachel is very proud of him.  We all look for-
ward to meeting little Ryan. 

     Beth Miller will be pastoring at Zion Mennonite 
Church in Donnellson, Iowa for the next several 
months.  She will be filling in for Marcia Yoder Schrock 
(Robert K. Yoder’s daughter).  Beth will be pastoring 
on weekends and doing crisis ministry.  Marcus & 
Beth also have more exciting news, in that their son, 
Dirk is engaged to be married to Courtney Miller from 
Harrisonburg, VA.  They met in Washington DC while 
they were both in Voluntary Service.  Wedding bells 
will be ringing on June 15, 2013.  Congratulations. 

     Erma Ropp attended the Women’s Bible Study in 
January here at KMC.  They used Beth Moore’s Study 
on the Book of James.  During this study, Beth via a 
teaching video, gave everyone a challenge to memo-
rize the Book of James.  Of all the women in the Bible 
Study, only one woman, Erma Ropp, completed the 
challenge!  This should provide inspiration to all of us 
to try our hand at memorization.  Good job, Erma! 

     Chenwei Bai (just call him “Bye”) has moved here 
to Iowa to attend Iowa Mennonite School.  Bai is a 
sophomore at IMS and is living at Atlee and Carolyn 
Yoder’s.  He is from the city of Chifeng, China several 
hundred miles north of Beijing, China.  His plan is to 
finish high school here at IMS and spend summers in 
China.  Welcome, Bai! 

     Rudi Mucaj is also here in the United States to at-
tend school.  He too is attending IMS and he comes 
from Albania.  (Albania is east of Italy across the Adri-
atic Sea.)  Rudi is staying with Dan and Julie Fisher 
and is an exchange student.  He plans to stay one 
year.  Welcome, Rudi! 

     Levon and Ginny Christophel have been attending 
KMC for the last several weeks.  They moved here 
from Monument, Colorado and attended Beth-El 
Mennonite Church in Colorado Springs.  Ginny’s the 
sister of Marlene Yoder.  Welcome to Kalona! 

     Ed Hershberger recently crossed off another item 
on his “Bucket List.”  You see he just returned from a 
trip to “The Holy Land.”  Ed was on a pilgrimage with 
7 others and that included the guide, a Mennonite 
pastor from Goshen, Indiana.  They flew into Amman, 
Jordan and from there traveled by van into Israel.  
They also had one armed guard who traveled along 
with them.  They crossed over the Jordan River (about 
the size of the drought-stricken English River) and got 
to see where John the Baptist baptized Jesus.  They 
spent time in Jerusalem, Capernaum, Nazereth & Jeri-
cho, but for Ed his favorite places were some of the 
natural landscapes.  Their group joined another 
group (15 Chinese Christians who lived in London) 
for a boat ride out on the Sea of Galilee as they sang 
hymns together.  Another touching moment for Ed 
was when he was chosen to read from Matthew 5 
and their group was on location where Jesus gave 
the Sermon on the Mount!  Wow!  Those had to have 
been some very neat times.  Well, Ed enjoyed the 
meals of chicken and lamb & various spices.  And they 
went through lots of bottled water because it was 
very hot.  He did say that the Springtime might be a 
cooler time to go, but be prepared for lots of walking 
and large crowds.  You see there are lots of Jews, 
Christians and Muslins also on their own pilgrimages.  
He went with “Tour Imagination” and would highly 
recommend it.  Please visit with Ed; he has a lot of 
neat stories. 

     And with that, we will sign off for this time.  Keep 
spreading the “Good News.”  So long until next time. 

  Ed V. & Carol Miller 
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Disciple is a word that is used a lot in church, but 

what exactly does it mean to me personally?  One dic-

tionary definition is this:   One who embraces and as-

sists in spreading the teachings of another.  I would 

agree with this definition, but I am not sure it fully 

expresses what being a disciple should mean to me.   

When Jesus called his disciples (Matthew 4:18, Mark 

1:17, Luke 5:10) He told them to “Follow Me and be-

come fishers of men”.  Then in John 1:39 the men Je-

sus called to be disciples were told to “come and see”.  

Becoming a disciple seems to demand action.  Belief 

is not enough. 

I am still processing my personal definition of what a 

disciple of Christ is but I will share with you what I 

have learned so far.  To me, a disciple of Christ is 

someone who believes in Christ and His teachings, 

and is willing to continually make room in his own 

heart to allow the Holy Spirit to come in for the pur-

pose of changing him.  These changes will then result 

in 1) the glory of God being seen, 2) the fruit of the 

Spirit maturing in that person, and 3) spiritual growth 

towards discipleship (in Christ) happening in other 

people who come in contact with that person. 

While pondering the concept of being a disciple I hap-

pened to listen to an interview with Michael Phelps, 

Olympic swimmer.  During the interview he was 

asked how he felt about his results during this year’s 

Olympics.  At the last Olympics he finished first in all 

his races, but during 2012 Olympics his results were 

still amazing, but not as good as the last time.  Mi-

chael Phelps’s response was along the lines that he 

felt the results of his races ran true to the effort he had 

put into his training.  He knew he could have trained 

harder for a longer time, but he hadn’t wanted to and 

therefore he had no complaints about his results. 

What  kind of disciple of Christ am I?  What effort am 

I willing to put into being Christ’s disciple?  What 

kind of results am I after?  Am I actively asking, seek-

ing and knocking? (See Luke 11:9-13.)  If I’m not 

then I am not the disciple God intends me to be and 

His Spirit is not able to work at full power through 

me. 

Once Michael Phelps finished his last Olympic race 

this year, he declared his swimming career over.   He 

is no longer a disciple of swimming.  He no longer 

plans to train to be the best at swimming.  There is 

nothing wrong with this decision.  That time in his life 

has run its course. 

This should not be true of a disciple of Christ.  A.W. 

Tozer in Mystery of 

the Holy Spirit, 

says “Every be-

liever is as full of 

the Holy Spirit as 

we actually want to 

be. This sounds like 

a shocking thing, 

but it is true.  Eve-

rybody is as full as they want to be.  Everybody has as 

much of God as he desires to have.”   

In Acts 2:38, Peter tells the crowd, “Change your 

hearts and lives.  Each of you must be baptized in the 

name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.  

Then you will receive the Holy Spirit.”  It makes com-

plete sense to me that Jesus only sends His Holy Spirit 

to live in those who are His disciples.  Discipleship is 

the first step, I think, to having the full power of the 

Holy Spirit working within me and through me.  But 

what does it mean to be a disciple? 

Some say it is to believe that Jesus is the Christ and 

that He came to die for our sins so that we could have 

eternal life.  Is belief enough?   

(Cont. on page 4) 
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(Cont. from page 3) 

Can I go on living my life as I choose as long as I be-

lieve the right things about Jesus? That doesn’t seem 

like discipleship.  I am not saying that works save 

you, but I believe that being a disciple means that you 

believe and because you believe you strive to live 

your life in accordance with that belief.  James 2:19-

29 supports this. “It’s good that you believe that God 

is one.  Ha!  Even the demons believe this, and they 

tremble with fear.  Are you so slow?  Do you need to 

be shown that faith without actions has no value at 

all?”   

Faithful, heart driven 

actions are necessary in 

being a disciple of 

Christ.   It is a matter of 

the heart. (I am not re-

ferring to our biological 

heart, because all I re-

member learning from 

my biology teacher is what she taught me at basket-

ball practice.  I hated biology, but I loved basketball.)  

I Kings 11:4,6 warns us of how important our hearts 

are to God.  “As Solomon grew old, his wives turned 

his heart after other gods, and his heart was not fully 

devoted to the Lord his God, as the heart of David his 

father had been. . . .So Solomon did evil in the eyes of 

the Lord; he did not follow the Lord completely, as 

David his father had done.”  Elijah asked the people 

on Mt. Caramel in I Kings 18:21, “How long will you 

hobble back and forth between two opinions?  If the 

Lord is God, follow God.  If Baal is God, follow 

Baal.”  You see these people were more than likely 

trying to follow both God and Baal.  They were cover-

ing all their bases (just to play it safe). 

God doesn’t want part of our heart.  He wants it all.  I 

believe a true disciple of Christ is constantly working 

at giving more and more of their heart to God for His 

use.  We are promised in Philippians 1:6 this “I’m 

sure about this: the One who started a good work in 

you will stay with you to complete the job by the day 

of Christ Jesus.”  God will help us give our complete 

heart to Him if we are willing to do it. 

Now comes the hard part.  I need to look at my own 

heart.  Do I really want to give it all to Christ?  I want 

to say yes . . . but to be honest there are still parts of it 

I am clinging to like a child clings to their favorite 

toy.  Am I a bit like Michael Phelps and satisfied with 

lesser results because it means less commitment on 

my part?  The honest answer is that I truly want to de-

sire to give every last bit of my heart to Christ.  So I 

am praying to God to help me to release more and 

more of it to Him and to eventually surrender it all.  It 

isn’t going to be easy, but it will be worth it. 

I challenge you to look at your heart and ask God to 

show you where you are in this process.  When you do 

this, I encourage you to find someone to pray for you 

specifically in this area.  I will be praying for God to 

move in this area as well.  God has great plans for you 

(and me too!) but it’s going to take willing hearts.   

As always, in pursuit, Dawn Wyse 

(Library Notes cont. from page 5)  

Children      Board Books      
       Noah 
Black Bear Cub     Baby Jesus 
It’s Time to Sleep My Love    Jonah 

The Bumble Bee Queen    Joseph  

Kiss Good Night     Old or new, there are many good books to read today!! 

       Shirley Hochstedler, Librarian 
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Have you visited the library at KMC lately?  Come by and see the new additions that have been purchased or 
donated.  There are so many good, new books that you can ‘feast’ on, so be sure to check out a few!  In-
cluded here are lists of the latest additions, but don’t forget to check out the shelves also!   

Christian Living      Women 

When the Hurt Runs Deep – Kay Arthur  Honey, They Shrunk My Hormones – Caron Loveless 

Flash Points – Stephen Arterburn   God Uses Cracked Pots – Patsy Clairmont 

The Naked Anabaptist – Stuart Malone  Chocolateherapy – Karen Scalf Linnamen 

LifeOvers – Gracie Malone 

Out of Mormonism – Judy Robertson  Men 
Mocha with Max – Max Lucado   Time With God for Fathers – Jack Countryman 

Seeing Beyond – Gail McWilliams    

Engaging the Heart – Gail McWilliams  Large Print 

In Pursuit of Peace – Joyce Meyer   In This Mountain – Jan Karon 

Dangerous Surrender – Kay Warren     Shepherds Abiding – Jan Karon 

       When God Whispers Your Name – Max Lucado 

Family Living 

Life on Planet Mom – Lisa Bergren   Autobiography 

A Cup of Comfort for Mothers – Colleen Sell  Grace Leads Me Home – Marlene C Miller 

Just Give Me a Little Piece of Quiet – Lorilee Craker 

MomSense – Jean Blackmer    Audiobooks 

The Mommy Diaries – Tally Flint   Come Thirsty – Max Lucado 

       Healthy Living, Spirit, Soul and Body – Joyce Meyer 

Fiction       People Pleasers – Joyce Meyer 

Coming Home – Karen Kingsbury   Where the Mind Goes, the Man Follows – Joyce Meyer 

The Lightkeepers Daughter – Colleen Coble   

Bookends – Liz Curtis Higgs    DVDs 

Lucy Come Home – Dave and Neta Jackson  Bananas – Ken Davis 

John’s Story – Tim LaHaye & Jerry Jenkins  Twas the Night Before Easter – Children 

The Sacrifice – Beverly Lewis    Velveteen Rabbit – Children   

The Fiddler – Beverly Lewis     

Shiloh Autumn – Brock and Brodie Thoene    

More books in several Guidepost Series 

(Cont. on page 4)   

   



School Children 2012  

Page 6 MUSTARD SEED  

Kindergarten 

Cameron Gingerich 
Addison Yoder 
Brooke Yoder 
Tatum Trueblood 
Hailie Hoppman 
Lilly Miller 
Liam Schrock 
Addison Richards 
 
2

nd
 Grade 

Drew Schlabaugh 
Tyler Hoppman 
Rachel Lehman 
Taylor Gingerich 
Luke Schrock 
 
3

rd
 Grade 

Madelyn Bender 
Emmie Harmston 
Alyssa McDowell 
Erica McDowell 
Daymen Hunter 
Grace Batcheller 
Noah Miller 
 
4

th
 Grade  

Phelan Hostetler 
Kaysen Dempsey 
Kennedy Roth 
 
5

th
 Grade 

 
Katelyn Lehman 
London Schrock 
Logan Yoder 
Erin Harmston 
Noah Schlabaugh 
 
6

th
 Grade 

Cole Roth 

 

 

7
th

 Grade  

Emma Beachy 
Cody Schillerstrom 
Joya Schrock 
 

8
th

 Grade 

Bailey Harmston 
Ireland Hostetler 
Lily Schlabaugh 
Lauryn Weiss 
Siana Dempsey 
 
9

th
 Grade 

Karlee Lehman 
Jordan Murray 
Summer Schrock 
 
10

th
 Grade 

Carson Christiansen 
Grant Schlabaugh 
Michael Hershberger 
Celia Hostetler 
Tyler Schillerstrom 
Ashley Sojka 
 
11

th
 Grade 

Whitney Christiansen 
Abbie DeWild 
Seth Eash 
Zach Escher 
Ben Fiordelise 
Kendra Graber 
Reggie Hostetler 
Lane Schrock 
 
12

th
 Grade 

 
Dillon Bender 
Emily Lehman 
Ian McDowell 
Chase Murray 
Peyton Thompson 
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SCHOOL KITS 

 

4 Spiral Notebooks (8x11, 70-80 pages)  

 

1 Chunky pink 1/2”x 2” pink eraser 

 

4 Unsharpened No. 2 pencils 

 

1 Plastic metric ruler 

 

1 box of 12 colored pencils (no Crayons) 

 

1 Drawstring bag 11x16 

 

 

 

Relief Kit (for a family of four) 

 

Contents: 

4 bars bath soap (4-5 oz. in wrappers) 

1 plastic bottle shampoo (13-24 oz. in plastic bag) 

4 large bars of laundry soap (some stores carry 
Fels Napgha, Sunlight or Zote brands) 

1 squeeze tube toothpaste  

 (minimum 6 oz., leave in box) 

4 adult size toothbrushes (left in packaging) 

4 new bath towels (medium weight, dark color) 

2 wide toothed combs (6 – 8 inches) 

1 fingernail clipper  

1 box adhesive bandages (minimum 40, assorted) 

1 package sanitary pads  

 (18-24 thin maxi or ultra thin) 

YOU CAN HELP!! 

 

 

Our Vision is to be a life-giving church: Presenting 
the life-giving message of Jesus Christ as Lord 

 and Savior to the people of the Kalona area and 
the world, challenging them to accept Christ,  

worship Him, and serve Him. 
 

Our Mission is to fulfill the Great Commission: 
Leading people to Christ; discipling them in the 
faith; equipping them to witness; and sending 

them out to serve. 

902 6th St. 

P.O. Box 819 

Kalona, IA  52247 

Phone: 319-656-2736 

kmcjanice@kctc.net  

Editor: Shirley Hochstedler 

Design & Layout: Janice Hostetler 

 

Articles for the Mustard Seed may be 

submitted to Shirley Hochstedler at  

shirleyh@kctc.net or placed in the 

Mustard Seed mailbox.  

KALONA MENNONITE CHURCH 

We are on the web: 

kalonamennonitechurch.com  


